8                   ADVANCE, INDIA!
high standards are maintained can India be guided from outside. In short, we can expect to continue successfully to develop and administer our great Eastern Dependency only so long as we continue to give freely to India the best of our knowledge, experience and effort, and so long as the peoples of India as a whole benefit continuously, and in an increasing degree, by our presence and doings.
Unfortunately, these things are not always realized in the United Kingdom where statements are sometimes made and actions taken by responsible people that tend to lower British prestige in the East. With the cheapening of telegraphic communication, such matters are now often cabled to India where they are read with pain and astonishment, not only by Europeans but also by the better educated classes of our Indian citizens. In no direction has this been more noticeable than in the conduct of party government during the last five or six years wherein there has been a marked deterioration of national ideals. We have seen *c log-rolling " carried to a degree that has seriously lowered the good name of the House of Commons in India. We have seen men of limited experience and deficient moral standards elevated to the position of Ministers. In particular, we have witnessed the introduction of a new system